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Summary 

Many railway station building and sites have fallen into disuse after the decrease in the last 
fifty years. Revitalisation of these buildings is a very frequently discussed topic worldwide 
and has become very important in the Czech republic aswell. A few recent examples have 
been widely discussed and the absolute lack of experience at developers side has been 
shown. The situation has shown positive progress in last months, but good examples from 
foreign countries should be shown to inspire future projects. 
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1 Revitalisations – successful examples  

1.1 Example choise 

There are many criteria used when choosing revitalisation examples. Some of them are 
clearly successful, well known and frequently mentioned in media. It is necessary to 
mention them. It is more difficult to choose from the others. The size of a project should 
not be considered the most important criteria, but bigger realisations obviously have the 
widest impact on public space of cities. Most big projects although receive investment 
from public sources. Not all unused industrial objects are considered worthy of 
preservation and some really valuable buildings get fallen into disrepair. That is why 
private investment is very important, these are although primarily motivated by profit. 
Reconstructions are generally economically risky, at least from point of view of developer. 
One of the most important aims of architects should be to convince developers of the value 
of quality. And the first step is to show examples, the most successful ones.... 

1.1.1 Publicly financed investment projects 
These are the best known and widely publicised realisations. No doubt they have a positive 
impact not only on the buildings survival, but also on the public. Interesting public 
facilities are created and the local enviroment is improved.  

The best known example is Musee d’Orsay in Paris – France. Garre d’Orsay was 
built between years 1898 and 1900. The building was designed by the architect Victor 
Laloux. It is a steel construction with stone cladding in an Eclectic style. Railway station 
was used for 40 years until World War II. After the war the building was used as a film 
studio and an alternative exhibition space before being finally converted into an art gallery 
for 19. century art. This conversion was realised between years 1978 and 1986. Since then 
the Musee d’Orsay has become one of most famous art galleries in the world. 
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Fig. 1 Musee d’Orsay  

Another similar example can be found in Berlin – Germany. Berlin the Hamburger 
Bahnhof was built between 1846 and 1847 as one of the first railway stations in Germany. 
The building was designed by Friedrich Neuhaus and Ferdinand Wilhelm Holz in an 
Neoclassical style. Unable to compete with the newly founded Lehert Bahnhof, the station 
was soon closed down and since 1884 until the nineteen eightees was irregularly used only 
for freight transport. Between the years 1984 and the 1987 the building was largely 
reconstructed and since 1996 has been used as a very successful museum of contemporary 
arts. 

     
Fig. 2 Berlin the Hamburger Bahnhof 

A third and very different example is also located in Berlin, in the Tempelhof district. It is 
a former shunting station. The project is unique due to its huge space of 18 hectares and 
also for the revitalisation approach taken to it. The station was disused after world war 2 
and since then continuously fallen in state of increasing disrepair. The revitalisation 
process aimed at returning the whole area to nature, leaving it unchanged without even 
removing the rails and other equipment. Only new facilities such as bike trails and 
pavements have been sensitively added, using parts of the existing infrastructure as much 
as possible. The whole area is called Naturpark Sudgelande and is fully accessible to the 
public. Soon it should be connected with the newly revitalised Tempelhof airport area. 
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Fig. 3 Berlin – Naturpark Sudgelande 

There are many other smaller projects in Germany where former railway stations have 
been converted into concert halls, exhibition rooms, galleries, community centres and other 
cultural facilities. This popular trend has led to birth of a new term "Kulturbahnhof," used 
for such revitalisations. 

1.1.2 Private investment projects 
Let’s move to privately invested projects. Size varies from the smallest, usually 
reconstructed guardhouses and small stations to objects for living ore recreation. Some of 
these are from time to time publicised as curiosities, but unfortunately usually don’t 
receieve enough publicity to inspire further similar projects. Bigger examples with wider 
enviromental impact are mostly located in the United States. A wide variety of nineteenth 
century railway stations were closed down due to the decrease in railway traffic in second 
half of twentieth century. These wonderful buildings were usually partly ore completely 
sold to the private investors to be turned into shopping malls, offices, ore charming hotels. 
There are a few examples, which became after conversion a natural part of daily life. 

The Chicago Dearborn station was opened in 1885 as the first intercity station in 
downtown Chicago. The three storey Romanesque Revival building with a twelve storey 
clock tower and a spacious train shed lost its former function in 1971 due to Amtrak’s first 
step towards concentrating intercity transport at Union Station. The abandoned building 
was reduced by demolition of the train shed. The present Dearborn park is located on the 
site of former train shed. The building itself soon found new life as a combination of 
offices,shops and restaurants. As a very popular place triggered the whole Dearborn district 
revitalisation. 

      
Fig. 4 Chicago Dearborn station 
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The first Indianapolis Union Station began service in 1853 as the first union station in the 
world combining all railway companies in one station and connecting Indianapolis in all 
directions. The present building was designed by the architect Thomas Rodd in 
a Richardson Romanesque style was opened in 1888 to replace the older one due to much 
bigger space requirements. After world war 2 the numbers of passengers started to 
decrease, requiring only a few trains each day. This was due to growth in air traffic in late 
sixties. In seventies the building started to fall into a state of disrepair. After it was 
registered as a Place of historical importance in 1982 attempts at conversion were started. 
The building became a festival marketplace first in 1986 with a wide collection of clubs, 
restaurants and stores. The Crowne Plaza hotel was located in the western part of train shed 
with 26 luxury rooms located in former Pullman cars. The shopping facilities were later 
moved to newly designed shopping malls nearby and the building became less used again. 
In 2002 the station began being used new purposes. To mention examples these were two 
charter schools, mexican consulate and two museums. The succesfull Crowne Plaza hotel 
was extended. Nowadays the station building is still central to Indianapolis city life. 

      
Fig. 5 Indianapolis Union Stationn 

2 Conclusion 

The examples above show us a wide variety of possible conversions. Some of them are 
more focused on culture ore enviroment and some are more commercial, but all have one 
important fact in common. They are proof that almost any disused railway station or other 
railway object can survive if the correct form of revitalisation is found. Sometimes they are 
even deeply economically successful.  
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